and there we sense something more intense; a discrepancy of judge-
ment, a telling lapse of tone, a hint that not everything about his past
has been so successfully subdued. We sense, surviving over the years,
an animus against the father.34

The force of the autobiographical and subjective experience
rises up and works somewhat subversively against the scientific
intentions of the work. Feelings do not have the unambiguous
and static nature of facts. Or, to put it another way, there are
no 'facts' in family relationships which are not made up of the
deep and dialectical flow of feelings, exposed, irrational, multi-
layered and labile.

Let us take another example. In the Epilogue Gosse de-
fensively declares that his father was 'no fanatical monomaniac*
and then, only a few pages later, insists that the allegation he
has dogmatically rejected, is, precisely, the one which best fits.
Considering his father's position, he writes with a directness
which marks the Epilogue and isolates it from the main text:

There is something horrible, if we will bring ourselves to face it, in
the fanaticism that can do nothing with this pathetic and fugitive exist-
ence of ours but treat it as if it were the uncomfortable ante-chamber
to a palace which no one has explored and of the plan of which we
know absolutely nothing.35

His father is not fanatical on one page but is so, by implication,
on another (and indeed further back in the text, his volume
Omphalos is dubbed as 'fanatical'). Such contradictions in the
author make strange 'facts* indeed, facts which disclose more
than the son, no doubt, ever intended.

At the beginning of the Epilogue Edmund Gosse's intention,
once again, seems transparently clear:

This narrative, however, must not be allowed to close with the son
in the foregound of the piece. If it has a value, that value consists in
what light it may contrive to throw upon the unique and noble figure
of my father.36

But does he execute what he promises? Once again, no. Not
only in the very same paragraph is the father's nobility negated
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